412 Sri Raghavendra




It was the early days when part I of "Sri Raghavendra
Mahimai" (Tamil edition) had Just been published. At that
time, a person who had read it, came to see me. He told
me that he was from Mettupalayam and most
emotionally narrated how he had stumbled across the
book in Higginbothams and after buying a copy of it had
perused it daily and got himself absorbed in it.

He said, Till about 15 years back, I had not known
about Sri Raghavendra. Once, a friend of mine, by name
Muthusundaram, gave me a picture and told me that it
was of Sri Raghavendra and that worship of him with
unwavering faith and devotion will efface all miseries,
leading one to a life of happiness and peace. He was
emphatic that it was true and when I heard that advice, it
kindled my interest to follow what he had said. Thus, I
started visiting the Brindavana of Sri Raghavendra in
Coimbatore and in 1981, when another one was
consecrated in the Press colony on the way to
Mettupalayam, I became a regular visitor to that holy
place. But, it was only after reading your work that I came
to know more about Sri Raghavendra.

I have really been carried away so much by your
pleasant way of presenting things and the story telling
proficiency, that the historical facts set forth by you create
the impression of their being in enactment, right before
mv eves.' Sri Venkatesa Iver had thus written at lenath